COURSE TITLE: The Jewish Experience From Fiction to Film (online)
COURSE NUMBER:
ENGL 5000.01/JWST 5998.01 (Undergrad Students)



ENGL 5000.02 | CRN: 20019 (M.A. Students)
SECTION TIMES/DAYS: T/R 11:20-12:50

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Holli Levitsky

CORE AREA: Integrations: Interdisciplinary Connections

COURSE DESCRIPTION/PRINCIPAL TOPICS

This course approaches adaptation in two different senses: media to media and culture to culture. In both cases, we will ask questions about the nature of transformation. What is gained and what is lost in the transition?  As a case study, we will focus on cinematic adaptations of Jewish literature and the ways these films reflect and shape modern Jewish experience, including issues of identity, gender, religion, persecution, immigration, and culture. The texts and films are in original English or translated from Yiddish, Hebrew, Russian, and other languages.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will know about the diverse history of the Jewish experience in literature.

Students will be able to pursue key questions and paradoxes of Jewish literary history. 

Students will value Jewish literature as a rich tradition that both reflects and sheds light on universal questions of human life.

Students will be able to communicate their understanding of how the texts and their filmic adaptations shaped Jewish experience in the modern era.

PREREQUISITES/RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND

This course is an Elective for the English major and the Jewish Studies minor. As an upper division course it is expected that students will be juniors or seniors, although other students may petition the instructor for permission to enroll.  

REQUIRED TEXTS

Tevye the Dairyman and Other Stories, Sholom Aleichem

In the Garden of the Finzi-Continis, Giorgio Bassani

“Yekl,” Abraham Cahan

Gentleman’s Agreement, Laura Hobson

Exodus, Leon Uris

The Pawnbroker, Edward Wallant

The Modern Jewish Experience in World Cinema, Lawrence Baron

COURSE WORK/EXPECTATIONS

Research project (10-12 pages total, including proposal, annotated bibliography, outline, draft, final paper) 40%

Literature review of a debate or critical conversation surrounding one of the text-film adaptations. 20%

Oral presentation visualizing an alternative adaptation to one of the texts. 20%

Attendance/Participation. 20%
This course fulfills the following undergraduate English Major requirement: 
Note: LD denotes a lower-division course and UD denotes an upper-division course.
	OLD CURRICULUM
	CHECK
	NEW CURRICULUM
	CHECK

	Genres (LD)
	
	Disciplinary Research (LD)
	

	Histories (LD)
	
	History of Literature, Media, and Culture (LD)
	

	Authors (UD)
	
	Reading and Writing Genres (LD)
	

	Critical/Theoretical (UD)
	
	Theory, Power, and Rhetoric (LD)
	

	Comparative (UD)
	X
	Pre-1800 (UD)
	

	Creative/Artistry (UD)
	
	Creative/Artistry (UD)
	

	
	
	Race, Intersectionality, and Power (UD)
	

	
	
	5000-Level Seminar (UD)
	X


This course counts as a Literature/Theory Elective in the M.A. Program.
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